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By Tomer Zarchin

Dr. Orly Innes filed a com-
plaint with the police yes-
terday, claiming that over 
the past two months, she had 
been the victim of harassment 
and attempts to frighten her. 
Innes, whose claims last au-
tumn about then-Public Secu-
rity Ministry director general 
Hagai Peleg and about Uri Bar-
Lev, who was then a candidate 
for national police chief, led to 
the opening of investigations 
into both men, said that part 
of the efforts to scare her in-
cluded the breaking into of her 
car and the theft of a bag con-
taining personal documents. 
She also claimed that in recent 
months, she sensed that she 
was under surveillance.

Haaretz has learned that 
a police unit, Lahav 433, is in-
vestigating the complaints and 
that Innes has been in regular 
contact with the detectives.

Innes has reportedly told 
people close to her that she 
feels that she is in real dan-
ger and fears that she may be 
harmed. She refused however, 
when contacted yesterday by 
Haaretz, to make any com-
ment on her complaints to the 
police.

For its part, the police also 
refused to respond to a ques-
tion from Haaretz regarding 
whether the national fraud 
squad has been investigating, 
during the past few months, 
complaints filed by Innes.

Innes filed a complaint with 
the Civil Service Commission 
against Hagai Peleg, who, 
when he was the Public Securi-
ty Ministry’s director general, 
had overseen Cities Without 
Violence, the program that she 
coordinated as a consultant for 
the ministry. Among her com-

plaints, Innes said that Peleg 
harassed her and even sexu-
ally harassed her. Peleg has 
denied her claims.

On the basis of information 
received by the Justice Min-
istry’s department for the in-
vestigation of police officers, 
Innes provided information on 
an incident that allegedly oc-
curred at a conference in Eilat, 
according to which Maj. Gen. 
Uri Bar-Lev, former Israel po-
lice representative in the Unit-
ed States, harassed her.

As a result of the informa-
tion provided by Innes, and 
even though no official com-
plaint was filed against Bar-
Lev, the department embarked 
on an investigation of the offi-
cer, during which additional 
complaints were received 
against him. In one complaint, 
he was alleged to have raped a 
woman at a Herzliya hotel, af-
ter she had been drugged.

In the end, the investiga-
tions department recommend-
ed to State Attorney Moshe 
Lador that charges should be 
brought against Bar-Lev for 
indecent assault and sexual 

harassment. It also concluded 
that insufficient evidence ex-
isted for an indictment on rape 
charges.

As reported in Haaretz last 
week, there are currently 
contacts between Bar-Lev’s 
attorney, Dori Klagsbald, and 
Uri Carmel, who heads the 
investigations department, 
intended to conclude the case 
against Bar-Lev without hav-

ing to bring the matter before 
a court of law. The framework 
deal that is being discussed 
includes Bar-Lev leaving the 
police force without his retire-
ment package being harmed, 
and apologizing to Innes, in re-
turn for which the case against 
him will be closed.

In the exchanges with Car-
mel, Klagsbald argued that 
Bar-Lev had already paid 

a heavy personal toll in the 
case, since he was publicly 
suspected of a rape that didn’t 
take place. Moreover, the 
lawyer for Bar-Lev argued 
that there was no chance the 
court would convict his client 
of sexual offenses, even on 
the basis of Innes’ version of 
events.

A meeting is scheduled to 
take place today between Innes 

and the leadership of Carmel’s 
department, in which the deal 
that is being worked out will 
be presented to her.

Sources close to Innes said 
recently that she is finding it 
difficult to accept the deal be-
ing worked out with Bar-Lev 
and that she believes that the 
court is the appropriate fo-
rum for the matter to be de-
cided. 
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Nine Supreme Court jus-
tices yesterday discussed 
one of the most complex 
cases to have reached their 
chambers in recent months: 
whether a 7-year-old daugh-
ter can be returned to a 
mother who was a drug ad-
dict. The girl had been taken 
from her mother and is slat-
ed for adoption.

Last August, the Tel Aviv 
District Court upheld a rul-
ing by the Ramat Gan Fam-
ily Court to put the girl up 
for adoption on the grounds 
that her mother is a drug ad-
dict and had also worked as a 
prostitute.

The mother appealed to 
the Supreme Court. She ad-
mitted that when her daugh-
ter was 9 months old, social 
welfare officials had found 
that her parents were un-
able to care for her and had 
taken the infant from their 
custody.

For the past two years, 
however, the mother told the 
court that she has refrained 
from using drugs, that she 
had returned to her family, 
that she had begun working 
regularly in a pre-school, 
was renting an apartment 
and had proven her ability 

to make responsible deci-
sions.

Prosecutors have coun-
tered that adoption is in the 
child’s best interests and that 
the mother is an incompetent 
parent.

A panel of three Supreme 
Court justices ruled last No-
vember that the arguments 
in favor adoption were not 
compelling and that social 
welfare officials should be 
able to help the mother reha-
bilitate.

The prosecutors objected 
to this ruling and asked for 
an additional hearing be-
fore an extended panel. In 
response, Supreme Court 
President Dorit Beinisch or-
dered a nine-justice panel to 
consider the case.

The hearing yesterday was 
held behind closed doors. Af-
ter its completion, the mother 
said, “Everything is in God’s 
hands, but I am optimistic.”

The mother’s  attor-
ney, Ronen Daliyahu, told 
Ha’aretz yesterday that a 
modern state is obligated to 
reach out and help a parent 
raise her own child.

“This is the policy around 
the world, and the State of Is-
rael should strive to uphold it 
because blood ties have pro-
found meaning.”

Supreme Court 
hears case of 
daughter taken 
from addict mother
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By Revital Hoval

A 29-year-old woman was 
stabbed to death yesterday at 
her home in Kiryat Motzkin. 
Police suspect that Inbal Hen 
was killed by her husband, 
David Hen, 35, who later tried 
to commit suicide through an 
overdose of pills.

Because of his medical con-
dition, police have not yet had 
a chance to interrogate him. 
His lawyer said that while his 
client has yet to discuss the 
incident with the police, “it is 
plausible to assume that the 
circumstances will speak for 
themselves.”

Investigators said they be-
lieve that the incident was re-
lated to the husband’s troubled 
emotional state, which wors-
ened when he was dismissed 
two months ago from his job at 
a vehicle spare parts store in 
the area.

An initial investigation 
indicates that the husband 
contacted his brother after 
the incident, who summoned 
the police. The wife’s body 
was discovered with numer-
ous slash marks on her back. 
Her husband was found lying 
beside her corpse, and next 
to him were two suicide notes 
and pills.

Police said that there were 
no previous reports of violence 
concerning the couple, and 
neighbors said that the Hens, 
who moved into their home on 
Havered Street 18 months ago, 
were a quiet, law abiding cou-

ple. They were married about a 
year ago, and before moving to 
Kiryat Motzkin, lived in Eilat. 
Some acquaintances who knew 
the husband described him as 
a “nervous man” and said that 
they were aware of arguments 
between him and his wife. Yet 
Jon Schwartz, a resident of the 
Kiryat Motzkin building where 
they lived, said: “We never 
heard anything from their 
apartment. These are totally 
normal people who got up in 
the morning and went to work. 
We never suspected anything.” 
Officials in the Eilat and Kiry-
at Motzkin municipalities con-
firmed that the husband and 
wife were not known to social 
welfare officials.

The husband’s attorney, Udi 
Ganon, said: “There were eco-
nomic pressures in the home, 
but there were no irregular in-
cidents between the two. After 
[my client] was fired, his emo-

tional state degenerated, and he 
needed sleep. He was unable to 
sleep at night and couldn’t func-
tion. Last Friday, he asked to be 
admitted to Rambam Medical 
Center. He was discharged, 
after being given medicine to 
control anxieties.”

The attorney also sug-
gested that his client might 
have been helped had it not 
been for the prolonged social 
workers strike. 
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By Yaniv Kubovich

A man described by a Tel 
Aviv court in 2003 as a “serial 
fraud offender” was one of two 
Israeli business partners ar-
rested by Tel Aviv police yes-
terday over attempts to secure 
investments in a disposable cell 
phone venture, one of several 
projects that police say are just 
covers for an elaborate scam 
that has attracted millions of 
shekels in investments from 
businesspeople in Israel and 
abroad.

Arik Klein, who is president 
of SafeSky Software and has 
served two prison terms for 
fraud since 1997, and Amos 
Bouchnik, the company’s chair-
man, were arrested on suspi-

cion of forgery and fraud un-
der aggravated circumstances. 
They will be brought before the 
Tel Aviv Magistrate’s Court to-
day for a remand hearing.

SafeSky says its dispos-
able Talk & Walk cell phone 
is inexpensive − Klein has 
told investors it costs only 
NIS 9 and doesn’t need to be 
insured − comes pre-paid and 
is made of recyclable materi-
als. It is being marketed as a 
good fit for “people on the go, 
tourists, and thrifty spenders 
who want to save money on 
their monthly phone bills.” 
Klein has told investors that 
Nokia has already invested 
in the project and produced 
two disposable phones and 
displayed.

Police say the whole phone 
enterprise is fraudulent and 
that none of the products de-
scribed on the company web-
site actually exist.

This isn’t the first time the 
two have been accused of be-
ing scam artists.

In 2009 they announced that 
a Taiwanese company was pay-
ing $370 million for 37 percent 
ownership of SafeSky’s Life 
Keeper heart monitor patch, 
marketed as a patch that can 
warn wearers of an impend-
ing heart attack. But the deal 
turned out to be a hoax that 
fooled local and foreign busi-
nesspeople as well as former 
Mossad official Hagai Hadas, 
who served as a director of the 
company.

Scam artist duo nabbed for 
selling non-existent phones
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